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"When you come back-and you will come back 
There's a whole world wa1ting for you." 
April 7, 1919-The docks of Brest receding in the fog off Cape 
Finistere. Farewell to the mudflats of Camp Pontanezen-
endless calls for fatigue squads-the incessant rythm of rain 
beating against soggy tents. Au revoir, gray, old France, 
ancient citadel of liberty. Your traditions bear the scars of 
Yankee hobnails-but the days we spent with you shall be a 
colorful chapter in our lives. 
The S. S. Graf Waldersee, a venerable prize of war, creaking 
westward through the gray wastes of the Atlantic ... Long, 
tedious hours brightened by thoughts of homecoming ... The 
daily diet of stew-no facilities for frying or ro.asting in the 
men's galley. The timely discovery that the gob in charge of 
the butcher shop was a boyhood friend of "Pink" Bowman and 
the writer. 
First Sergeant Jablonsky, swamped with details, at a rickety 
table in the musty steerage section. Sergeants, with nothing 
to do, lolling in comfortable staterooms ... Major Ernst issuing 
an order against gambling among the troops and later finding 
a crap game going strong in an officer's cabin. The g.ame 
ending half an hour later with the Major seventy dollars ahead. 
Easter Sunday morning. The Statue of Liberty resplendent 
in the sunlight ... A tugboat escort bearing the Mayor's Re-
ception Committee .and a band playing "Home Sweet Home." 
Three camouflaged transports, their decks a mass of khaki, moving slowly toward the 
skyline of New York ... A raucous reception from the whistles of craft lying in the 
harbor. 
"Mother take down your service flag 
Your son's at Pelham Bay." 
Camp Merritt on the Palisades ... A joyous reunion with cokes, hot dogs, and ice 
cream sodas in the camp cafeteria . . . Passes to New York ... The ride across the 
Fort Lee ferry ... Riverside Drive from a bus top. The throb of life along Fifth 
avenue ... Hot cakes and sausage at Childs in Columbus Circle ... Ed Wynne, "The 
perfect fool," in the tuneful comedy, "Sometime." The arch of triumph at the entrance 
to Washington Square ... A blonde entertainer, in a 34th street cafe, leading the 
patrons in a current song hit: 
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"How ya gonna keep 'em down on the farm 
After they've seen Paree ? 
How ya gonna keep 'em away from Broadway, 
J azzin1 around, seein' the town ? " 
(Continued on page 2) 
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How did they adjust themselves to the cracker barrel conferences in the general store and cowbells 
tinkling through the summer dusk-those men who had dallied along the Boulevard Montpar-
nesse, heard the clatter of wooden shoes in the narrow, cobbled streets of St. Malo, and watched the 
beacon lights flashing through the mists of the Irish Sea? Guiding a plough over the south forty 
must have been a let down for a veteran of the A. E. F. in France. 
• * * 
Central Park West in the twilight ... Broadway, a fairyland of lights ... The old-Eng-
lish-inn atmosphere of Browne's Chop House. Grilled kidneys and mushrooms at a 
table by a casement window. A somber procession of dripping umbrellas shining 
beneath the street lamps ... The tinny voice of a phonograph record proclaiming a 
soldiers promise through the open door of a nearby music shop: 
"Smile the while you kiss me sad adieu, 
When the clouds roll by I'll come to you, 
Then the skies will seem more blue, 
Down in lover's lane, my dearie. 
Wedding bells will ring so meITily, 
Every tear will be a memory, 
So wait and pray each night for me 
Till we meet again." 
Company Office and Officers' Quarters, General Hospital 12 
ARMISTICE THANKSGIVING PARTY 
Hardy veterans of Base Hospital Unit 21 braved the hazards of motoring over snow-
swept highways to attend the Armistice-Thanksgiving party at the home of Dr. 
Edwin Ernst in Oakland on Saturday, November 20. A heavy r.ain, which ushered 
in the day, was followed by the first real snowstorm of the season but the inclement 
weather only served to emphasize the comforts of a rustic recreation lodge where a 
blazing log fire and a congenial host greeted the guests as they floundered in from 
their cars. 
Dinner consisted of pig ribs, selected with loving care by E.arl Hursey of Swift Pack-
ing Company, hot potato salad, cole slaw, doughnuts and coffee. The ribs, barbecued 
at a sheltered pit near the lodge, were basted with an outstanding sauce prepared by 
Mrs. Ernst. 
Commander Charles Jablonsky, on behalf of Rouen Post No. 242, presented a diamond 
lapel emblem to past commander Marvin Hamilton. 
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Neely, Horace * 
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Sabath, Richard J. 
• • • 
Silberberg, Jules V. 
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Simpson, James B.*** 
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We are enjoying Retta Snyder's recollections of life with Unit 21. They are colorful 
and assure monthly representation to the women of the Unit who have been very 
generous in their financial support of the Rouen Post. However, we find ourself at 
odds with one point in Miss Snyder's story. Perhaps our memory has developed a car-
bon knock with the wear and tear of the year8 but we cannot recall the terrific weather 
she describes during the winter of 1917-18. Ink may have frozen as it oozed from 
fountain pens; water may have turned to ice in the cups before patients could lift it 
to their lips-but we were never aware of such atmospheric phenomena until now. 
Perhaps in our so-called flaming youth we were less susceptible to icy blasts, but we 
remember that during a visit to Paris in the latter part of January we hardly needed 
an overcoat. Yet according to Retta, her costume on night duty consisted of "one 
silk and wool union suit, one all wool shirt, two pairs of wool stockings, wool tights, 
wool bloomers, dress, apron, sweater, heavy brown coat, knitted helmet, blue knitted 
cap, heavy hobnailed shoes with inner soles, kid gloves protected by gloves of wool, 
and a pair of heavy socks pulled over the shoes." 
It may have been that Miss Snyder found the winter of 1917-18 severe enough to war-
rant such elaborate precautions against exposure to the night air. But we distinctly 
recall having survived its rigors without wearing an outfit suitable for a polar expedi-
tion. Rita· must have been a cold-blooded young woman in those days. 
• Non-commissioned officer. 
** Commissioned and assigned to another organization. 
*** Deceased. 
